
 

 

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

This article was downloaded by:
On: 24 January 2011
Access details: Access Details: Free Access
Publisher Taylor & Francis
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House, 37-
41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Journal of Macromolecular Science, Part A
Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713597274

Dr. Maurits Dekker: An Appreciation on the Occasion of His Ninetieth
Birthday
Herman Mark

To cite this Article Mark, Herman(1989) 'Dr. Maurits Dekker: An Appreciation on the Occasion of His Ninetieth Birthday',
Journal of Macromolecular Science, Part A, 26: 8, 1021 — 1022
To link to this Article: DOI: 10.1080/00222338908052031
URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222338908052031

Full terms and conditions of use: http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf

This article may be used for research, teaching and private study purposes. Any substantial or
systematic reproduction, re-distribution, re-selling, loan or sub-licensing, systematic supply or
distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden.

The publisher does not give any warranty express or implied or make any representation that the contents
will be complete or accurate or up to date. The accuracy of any instructions, formulae and drug doses
should be independently verified with primary sources. The publisher shall not be liable for any loss,
actions, claims, proceedings, demand or costs or damages whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly
or indirectly in connection with or arising out of the use of this material.

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713597274
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222338908052031
http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf


J. MACROMOL. SCI.-CHEM., A26(8), pp. 1021-1022 (1989) 

DR. MAURITS DEKKER: AN APPRECIATION ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS NINETIETH BIRTHDAY 

In the late 193Os, many intellectuals left Europe in view of the cruel and 
violent anti-Semitic policy of the Nazis. Young or old, rich or poor, the 
building of a new life was a very hard and difficult job. Even those who came 
with good contacts-family, business, professional-faced the problem of 
assimilation: language, habits, and daily routine. Many struggled for years. 
A few settled rapidly and made a career which they probably never would 
have made in Europe. They were solid, ambitious people who achieved last- 
ing, ever-growing success. One of these smart and hard-working persons was 
Maurits Dekker. 

Dutch publishing house, Elsevier Publishing. Publishing, at that time, was a 
crowded art: medicine, science, art, music, and fiction. All categories were 
well represented, and the competition was fierce. “Mau,” as he is called by all 
of us, had his own ideas and, with his colleague, Dr. Eric Proskauer, started to 
put them into action. He had, for this work, the financial backing of his Dutch 
company and of several American friends. When Eric and I approached Mau 
with the idea of starting an organized literature on high polymers, he was im- 
mediately interested and very cooperative. Particularly, he agreed on these 
important steps: 

He came to this country as a representative of a prosperous and well-known 

(1) to publish immediately the CoZZected Papers of W. H. Carorhers, whch 
would be the first comprehensive book on high polymers, particularly 
nylon and neoprene, and 

(2) to translate, improve, and adapt German books on high polymers, 
from fundamental content to a series of practical applications. 

Because of Mau’s university education in chemistry and microbiology, he 
quickly understood precisely what was needed for such a transfer of educa- 
tional and reference literature: A textbook entitled Introduction to Polymer 
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1022 MARK 

Chemistly and another Physical Chemistry of High Polymers. The first would 
be devoted essentially to polymeric materials, and the second to the laws 
which govern their behavior. 

Whenever Proskauer and I had some concrete ideas about potential pro- 
jects, we went to Mau for advice and help because, after all, he had to de- 
velop the resources for every concrete action in the field. This he did with 
never-failing enthusiasm and success. Eric and I knew what new shores we 
should visit for a promising venture, and Mau saw to it that we got to them. 
For many critical years he kept our little shaky boat afloat through squalls 
and storms. 

A natural outgrowth of these ventures was the formation of Interscience 
Publishers, Inc., New York, with Mau as President and Eric Proskauer as Vice 
President. His most important achievement in those days was the planning 
and publication of the Encyclopedia of Chemical Technology, the famous 
“Kirk-Other’’ encyclopedia. I t  is a classic work, having great educational 
impact, and has just now appeared in its third edition. 

After John Wiley & Sons joined with Interscience in 1961, Mau stayed 
with the merzed company until 1965. In 1966, he joined Marcel Dekker, 
Inc., a company started by his son Marcel in 1963. Mau used his considerable 
experience in acquisitions to further augment the sound publications base 
Marcel had already begun. Today, Marcel Dekker, Inc. is one of the few re- 
maining privately owned and operated scientific publishers in the United 
States. When one considers that Maurits Dekker was directly responsible 
for, or significantly instrumental in, the founding of three publishing firms, 
one cannot help but marvel at his accomplishments. 

ventures, always a true and dependable friend, and for all of us a model of a 
distinguished leader in science, business, a rd  ill human affairs. We admire 
him fondly and wish him even more years of a healthy, happy, and rewarding 
life. 

Mau has now reached 90 years of “ageless” life. He is full of ideas for new 

In warm friendship-yours always 

Herman Mark 
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